TYPES OF BEHAVIOUR

human need and longing may, at some stage
or other, become a spring of Religion, and con-
versely the feelings and emotions met with in
any form of Religion appear also in non-religious
experience. As to the practical means of secur-
ing the favour of the gods, it is agreed that they
were at the beginning essentially the same as
those men were already in the habit of using in
their relations with their fellow-men. It is the
Agent or the Power with which man thinks him-
self in relation, and through whom he endeavours
to secure the gratification of his desires, which
alone is distinctive of religious life. And so the
origin of the idea of gods, though not identical
with the origin of Religion, is at any rate its
central problem.

In the preceding remarks, as also in practi-
cally all writings on the origin of Religion, it is
assumed that the god-concept precedes, in the
mind of man, the establishment of Religion.
This opinion is, as we shall see, the correct one.
But it cannot be taken as a matter of course.
Actions may become established in other ways.
Our first problem is to discover how Religion
arose, and what psychological capacities and con-
ceptions it implies.
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